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How was it done? Nobody can properly tell
and yet the guesses have not been unfruitful. As soon
as man was dead his body was attended by a surgeon
and priest, both being the same individual, and by
an assistant to aid the operation. By a bold incision
the rotting properties within the chest and the intestines
were taken out and the inside was re-filled with cedar-
tree pitch and myrrh and cassia. Then for a period of
ten weeks the body was soaked in a solution of natron
brought from the desert of Libya. Now the mummy
was ready to be wrapped in yards and yards of
linen., to be placed in a pretty painted wooden coffin
(which was of gold in cases of the king or the rich) ,
and finally to be removed to its final rest in the western
desert, among the necropoles of the western hills or in
the chamber of a mighty pyramid. It was called a
mummy because it was filled with 'mumiai* or pitch.
The soul Vent west' for that was the abode of the dead.
The assistant who made the operation was the
lowest of the lowly for no common man in Egypt would
accept to do violence to a dead body. And he was
chosen with care for the responsibility was great. It
was found that to some the dead flesh was no less allur-
ing than that alive, and many a time a wretch succumb-
ed to hateful carnality and attempted to violate the
body of an attractive girl which had been delivered
to his charge for the process of embalming. The
practice of leaving the body to such indiscriminate
care was discontinued by a royal decree.
The journey of the soul was long and the repose of
the body indeed eternal and interminable. The body
had to be provided with all the amenities that contem-
poraneous civilization could afford. All kinds of eat-
ables were interred along with the coffin in the royal
chamber of the pyramid and stone effigies of officials
and servants, symbolic of the living, were placed by
the dead. Furniture of an exceptionally brilliant kind
was stored along with innumerable other items of the